Using light microscopy, a method has been developed for 
for literature synopsis see Brom, 1986 (Brom, 1980 (Day, 1966; Altenburg et al., 1982; Astier, 1982; Gilbert & Nancekivell, 1982) .
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Material
The examined feathers were taken from freshly dead birds given by Voous (1973 Voous ( , 1977 (1977 ( , 1980 ( ), Brough (1983 , and Cramp (1985) , Pelecaniformes (figs. 6-7; Description. No villi at the basal cells. Piciformes (figs. 44-45; Mason, 1955; Auber, 1957 Auber, , 1959 Auber, , 1964 Swales, 1970; Dyck, 1977 approach (e.g. Lewin, 1985; Sibley & Ahlquist, 1986; Stapel, 1986) .
